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his theory has clearly changed. However, most of

Spinoza’s general approach to conceptualizing
the world can still be utilized, albeit with a slight
change in terminology. Spinoza’s approach has many
advantages as compared with the approaches of
his contemporaries, such as Descartes and Leibniz.
Conceptualization today also requires taking fields
such as physics and mathematics explicitly into
account. This is very much in the sense of Spinoza’s
original intention that led him to speak in his main
work of an ethics to be proved in geometrical order
(which actually means: according to mathematical
methods). This book is about a mathematical
machinery which, is based on a strict logical
structure, as well as on a not so strict hermeneutic
structure—and is even representable in terms of
algebraic expressions of a considerable symbolic
quality. Eventually, this may be capable of shedding a
completely new light on the ancient problem of the
relationship between human beings and the rest of
nature. As the book shows, the theory of evolutionary
systems is a prime candidate for a conceptualization
that might be useful in order to concretely develop this
new insight.

The context within which Spinoza once developed
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